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Dates to Remember 
 

 
DECEMBER 
 
 
 
Friday, December 3 
Scholastic Book Orders Due 
 
Wednesday, December 8 

and Thursday, December 9 
Progress Reports Sent Home 
 
Sunday, December 12 
SCRIP Orders Due, 12:00pm 
www.shopwithscrip.com 
 
Wednesday, December 22 
1st Snow Make-Up Day if Needed 
OR Winter Break Begins, No School 
 
Thursday, December 23 — 
Friday, December 31 
Winter Break, No School 
 
January 3, 2011 
Classes Resume 

 
Please visit our school website for the 
complete 2010-2011 calendar. 
(www.dubuquemontessori.org) 

A Message from Our Director 
 
 
 
December 2010 
 
December Greetings, 
 
Heartfelt wishes to all during this magical time of the year.  I antici-
pate and plan all year long for these next few weeks, yet somehow I 
am surprised it is here!   
 
At Dubuque Montessori School we believe in the importance of family 
traditions.  We welcome and encourage all families to share their  
traditions now and throughout the year.  Feel free to bring in artifacts, 
food, games, pictures and stories that reflect your heritage and family 
history.  
 
We respect children as different from adults and as individuals differ-
ent from each other.  We are committed not only to helping them grow 
up with confidence in their own identity but equally important, to be 
respectful of others and aware of the rich diversity that surrounds us.    
 
We continue our mission and strive daily to guide the children the way 
that Maria Montessori had imagined, advocating social justice and 
reaching out to others.   
 
However you celebrate, above all we wish you quality time spent with 
the children.   It is the time you spend with the children playing 
games, going for walks, singing, baking and reading bedtime stories, 
which create an environment of trust and unconditional love, gifts of a 
lifetime! 
 
From our family to yours, we wish you peace and love and we thank 
you for giving us the gift of working with your children.  We consider it 
a privilege. 
 
With love and appreciation, 
 
Beth Gilbreath 
Director 

 
 

Contact Us 
 

2605 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 

 
Office:  (563) 556-5101 
Extended Day: (563) 556-5121 
 
dmschool@qwestoffice.net 
www.dubuquemontessori.org  
 

Dubuque Montessori School is a not-for-profit parent-run organization.  Our mission is to bring together children of all  

social, economic and cultural backgrounds in an atmosphere that encourages children to develop to their fullest potential, 
using proven, child-directed Montessori methods and materials in a warm, nurturing, safe and loving environment. 



DMS Presents: 

2nd Annual Trivia Night 
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As you prepare for the upcoming holiday season and gift-
giving, please keep the DMS Scrip program in mind.   
 
Participating in the Scrip program is an easy way to help DMS 
and do your holiday shopping at the same time!   
 
The next order date is December 12 and orders will be sent 
home in mailbags on Wednesday, December 15 (or for 2-day 
students on the 16th.)   
 
To learn more about Scrip or to place an order, please con-
tact Jami Slater at (563) 583-1330 or jami8523@aol.com or 
visit www.shopwithscrip.com.  
 
The list at right shows just some of the many retailers 
(local and national chains) that offer multiple denomina-

tions of Scrip,  perfect for stocking stuffers and gifts: 
 
 
 
 
 

Restaurants/Food  Retail 
Applebee’s   American Eagle Outfitters 
Big Apple Bagels  Bath & Body Works 
Carlos O’Kelly’s   Best Buy 
Chammps Americana  Claire’s 
Culver’s   Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Dairy Queen/Kwik Stop  JC Penney 
Happy Joe’s   Kohl’s 
Hy-Vee    Michael’s 
McDonald’s   Old Navy/Gap 
Panera Bread   Toys R Us 
Pizza Hut   Walgreens 
Starbucks   Walmart/Sam’s Club 
Subway    Younkers 
  

Entertainment   Home Improvement/Décor 
AMC Theatres   Menards 
ITunes.com   Lowe’s 
Jumpin’ Jane’s   Pier One  
Mindframe Theater  Pottery Barn  

   
     
 

 

Categories include: TV, Sports, Name that Tune, and More… 
 

50/50 Raffle & Silent Auction 

Get together a team of 8 of your most clever, most fun, and of course, smartest  friends for a fun-filled night of trivia!    

Event site donated by and located at Thunder Hills Country Club on Saturday, January 22, 2011.  Doors open at 7:00 pm. 

Cash Bar and Free Popcorn 
$10 per person  

 
(Please return the form below in an envelope with your registration money.) 

Trivia Night Registration  (please print) 
 
Team Captain: ________________________________   
 

Contact Email: ________________________________   
 

Contact Phone Number: _________________________   
 
 
Amount Enclosed:  $    
($80 due for a team of 8 people) 
 
There is a maximum of 8 people per team.   
 
Please make checks payable to “Dubuque Montessori School”. 

 
Any questions, please call Amy Van Otterloo at (563) 557-1375. 

Team Members: (please print) 
 
 

1.          
 

2.          
 

3.          
 

4.          
 

5.          
 

6.          
 

7.          
 

8.          

 

SCRIP and Holiday Shopping 
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Green Vision — Small Changes this Season 
 
Use cloth bags when you are out shopping.  Use them 
everywhere, not only at the grocery store.  Keep 

them in your car so they are handy.   
 
Replace paper cups, plates and napkins with wash-
able, reusable cups, plates and cloth napkins. 
 
Buy rechargeable batteries, they are worth the  
investment.  And remember to recycle old alkaline 
batteries instead of tossing them in the garbage.  
 
Turn down your central heating thermostat one  
degree, the fuel consumption is cut by as much as 
10%. 
 
Energy savings can be made by using LED string 
lights, which use less than 10% of the electricity  
consumed by filament string light bulbs, and also last 
longer. They stay cooler than conventional lights 
making them safer to hang as decorations and if one 

bulb burns out the rest of the string still works. 
 

A Note from the Board of Directors 
 

November Meeting Notes 
 

* Teacher Presentations 

Our teachers presented classroom work at the Novem-
ber Board Meeting.  Thank you teachers for sharing the 
following presentations: 

 Ms. Lisa:   Beating Bubbles 
 Ms. Beth:   I Spy Memory 
 Ms. Jackie:  Blending of Primary Colors 
 Mr. James: Land, Air, Water 
 

* Green Vision Commitment Update 

The Education Committee has completed a self-
assessment for earning the Conservation Patch.  It was 
decided that the next level DMS will work towards is the 
Ocean level.  For more information on the Conservation 
Patch, please visit the Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid 
Waste Agency website at:  

www.dmaswa.org/services_education.cfm 
 

* Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 17, 

2011,  6:45 pm at school.  All are parents and caregivers 
are welcome to join us! 

The Spirit of Giving 
 
In the spirit of giving, DMS would like to make you aware of two ways you can give back to our school community. 
 
The first way is to remember DMS in your year-end tax planning.  Our school is a non-profit that relies on fundraising as a 
vital part of our operating budget.  Any tax-deductible contribution you may be able to give would be greatly appreciated 
and used wisely. 
 
The second way to give is to donate toward the DMS Scholarship Fund.  As you know, the severe effects of the economic  
crisis are still being felt and many families are not able to afford tuition costs.  It is our goal to offer a Montessori education 
to as many children as we possibly can and your contribution to this fund will allow us to do exactly that. 
 
We are very thankful for your continued support of Dubuque Montessori School. 
 

(Please fill out and return bottom portion to school.) 

2010 Donation 
 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation in the amount of  $    .   
 
Please apply my donation to:  (Select one) _____  DMS Operating Budget 
      _____  DMS Scholarship Fund 
 
You will receive a tax-deductible letter of appreciation.  Please include the name and address where the letter should be 
sent:   (please print) 
 
Your Name:            
 
Address:            
 
City, State:            
 
Zip Code:            

Please make checks payable to  

“Dubuque Montessori School”. 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting DMS! 



 
Save the Date! 
 
6th Annual DMS Golf Outing 
 

Saturday, May 14, 2011 
Shot-gun start at 3:00 pm  

The Meadows Golf Course 
 

9 holes with cart, 4 person best-shot 
Kalmes’ Steak or Chicken Dinner 
Silent Auction and Raffle 
$50 per person 
 

Volunteers are needed, if you’d like to join the planning 
committee, please contact Trisha Hearn at(563) 582-2241 
or trishamjh@gmail.com. 
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Winter Music Jam! 

 

 

Please join us for a winter concert for children sponsored by DMS! 
 
 

 Date:   Sunday, December 19, 2010 
 

 Time:   3:00 pm 
 

 Location:   Carnegie-Stout Public Library   
 

 Cost:    Free will donations accepted at the door 
 

 

This family event will celebrate the magic of the season with singing,  
hands-on musical instruments and movement.  

Led by Music Therapist, Abbey Dvorak.  
 

For more information please contact the DMS Office at (563) 556-5101. 

 
Notes From the Office 
 

Items Needed 

* Brown paper bags to use for our food scrap program. 

* Gently used tea pots to use during the annual DMS Tea 

Party. 
 

DMS Family in Need 
Dubuque Montessori School has a family experiencing  
serious financial need.  If you are looking to brighten the 
Holidays for another family, please see Beth or Sherri in 
the office.   

Kids Care Club Update 
 
Wow!  Project Linus was a success!   

The mission of Project Linus is to provide love, a sense of 
security, warmth and comfort to children who are seri-
ously ill, traumatized or otherwise in need.  Thanks to our 
DMS families we were able to make 25 blankets to donate! 
 
Special thanks to all of our families who contributed  
fabric for the DMS Kids Care Club and Project Linus.   
 
Also thanks to Christine Ripperger and her family for pre-
paring the fabric for our Saturday morning gathering and 
blanket making session.   
 
Thanks to the following children and families who partici-

pated in making the blackets: 
 

* Noah and Gabriel Blair with dad Brian 

* Noah, Owen and Micah Ripperger (with dad and mom, 

Nathan and Christine) 

* Anna and Joshua Van Otterloo (with dad and mom, 

Brad and Amy) 

* J.P. and Jackson Weber (with mom, Marriann) 

* Hector Quintana (with dad and mom, Hector and 

Christine) 

* Kalyn Gilbreath (with mom Beth) 

 


